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Re CAS Saigon 0265 reporting General Don’s views; Saigon 
320 ,f-TJdc Saigon 316, and Saigon 329. 

It is now clear that whether military proposed martial 

m 

law or whether Nhu tricked them into it, Nhu took advantage of 

t 

its imposition to smash pagodas with police and Tung’s Special 
Forces loyal to him, thus placing onus on military in eyes of 
world and Vietnamese people. Also clear that Nhu has maneuvered 
himself into commanding position. 

US Government cannot tolerate situation in which power 
lies in Nhu's hands. Diem must be given chance to rid himself 
of NhuC? and his coterie and replace them with best military 
and political personalities available. 

spite of all of your efforts ^ Diem remains obdurate 
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I and refuses, then we must face the possibility that Diem himself 
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cannot be preserved. 
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We now believe immediate action must be taken to prevent Nhu from 
consolidating his position further. Therefore, unless you in consulta- 
tion with Harkins perceive overriding objections you are authorized 
to proceed along following lines: 

(l) First, we must press on appropriate levels of GVN following 


line: 


‘ (a) USG cannot accept actions against Buddhists taken by 


Nhu and his collaborators under cover martial law. 

(b) Prompt dr ama tic actions redress situation must be taken, 
including repeal of decree 10, release of arrested monks, nuns, etc. 

(2) We must at same time also tell key military leaders that US 
would find it impossible to continue support GVN militarily and 
economically unless above steps are taken immediately which we 
recognize requires removal of the Nhu&s from the scene. We wish give 
Diem reasonable opportunity to remove Nhufej, but if he remains obdurate, 
then we are prepared to accept the obvious implication that we can fro - 
longer support Diem, You may also tell appropriate military commanders 
we will give them direct support in any interim period of breakdown 
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recognize the necessity of removing taint on military 



for pagoda raids and placing blame squarely on Nhu. You are authorized 

to have such statements made in Saigon as you consider desirable to 

to take same line here and ^ 

achieve this objective. We are prepared/to have Voice of America maice 
statement along lines contained in next numbered telegram whenever you 
give the word, preferably as soon as possible. 

Concurrently with above, Ambassador and country team should 
urgently examine all possible alternative leadership and make detailed 
plans as' to how we might bring about Diem's replacement if this should 

become necessary. 


Assume you will consult with General Harkins re any precautions 
necessary protect American personnel during crisis period. 

You will understand that we cannot from Washington give you 
detailed instructions as to how this operation should proceed, but 
you will also know we will back you to the hilt on actions you take 

to achieve our objectives. 

Needless to say we have held knowledge of this telegram to 

minimum essential people and assume you will take similar precaution^ 

leaks. 

to prevent premature 


GP-2. 

L 



3ALL 



- TOP SSG51ST — 

. ' 7 cTaTsTfTcaTTon 

■ ^ - . ■ 


COPY LBd UBfMR', 


0 • 







» * 




DRAFT FOLLOWS 


P 


t 



WOKFv 


l LLLUKA^tt tSKM.lNOI-1 




>' 


JtK‘ 

fe- 


f? 

£ 

i 4 

& 

•sfei 

1 

M. 


i 



: I :;•■}■ 


c 


15 b 


AmEmbassy SAIGON - OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 

OtVCffrC, 

k 

EYES (HILT - AMBASSADOR LODGE j /fO/W I & 4 T- ^ ^ 7 

NO FURTHER DISTRIBUTION 


Re CAS Saigon 0265 
320 and Saigon 316. J 


reporting 


General Don’s views; Saigon 


It la now clear that whether military proposed martial 
law or whether Nhu tricked them into it, Nhu took advantage^ of 
its is^osition to smash pagodas with police and Tung's Special 
Forces loyal to his, thus placing onus on military In eyes of 
world and Vietnamese people. Also clear that Nhu has maneuvered 
himself into commanding position. 

US Government cannot tolerate situation in which power 
lies in Nhu’ s hands. Diem mist be given chance to rid himself 
of Nbu's and his coterie and replace them with best military 
and political personalities available. 

If, in spite of all of your efforts. Diem remains obdurate 
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and refuses, then we Bust face the possibility that Dies himself 

cannot be preserved* * 
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Froa Washington it appears our policy requirements dictate 
following tactics: 

(1) First, ve must press on a44 »^evels of GVN following line:* 

(a) DSC cannot accept actions against Buddhists taken 
by Khn end his collaborators under cover martial law* 

(b) Prompt dramatic actions redress situation mist be 
taken, including repeal of decree 10, release of arrested monks, 
nuns, etc* 

(2) We must at same time also tell key military leaders that US 
would find it impossible to continue support GVN militarily and 
economically unless above steps are taken immediately which we 
recognize requires removal of the Nhu* s from the scene . We wish give 
Diem reasonable opportunity to remove Hhu's, but if he remains obdurate, 

ve are prepared to accept the obvious implication that we can no 
longer support Diem. 

(3) We recognize the necessity of removing taint on military for 
pagoda raids and pladng'blame squarely on Nhu* You are authorized 
to have such statements made in Saigon as you consider desirable to 
achieve this objective* We are prepared to have Voice of America 
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stake statement along line# contained in septal whenever you give the 
word. * 


Concurrently with above. Ambassador and country teas should 
urgently examine all possible alternative leadership and detailed 

plans as to how ve night bring about Dies* a replacement If this 
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should become necessary. / 
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